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Scales and Keys

C

Nearly all contemporary worship songs are in a Major key.


So that’s what we’ll be focusing.


All Major Scales are formed using the same pattern of Whole 
steps (W) and half steps (h).


W - W - h - W - W - W - h

(Reminder: half steps are one note apart, Whole steps are 2 notes apart.)


The scale is named for the starting note.


And by starting on different notes, this pattern may yield 
sharp and flats. (see page 3)

This is a C Major Scale

D E F G A B
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 So the notes in the key of C are: C-D-E-F-G-A-B


These are considered “diatonic” since they are in the scale.


Any notes outside the scale are called “non-diatonic”.


In contemporary worship music, nearly all notes and chord 
are diatonic.


This means in a given song, we only need to worry about 
the 7 notes found in the scale.


On the next page are all the notes in all the scales.


It’s not a bad thing to memorize these.  👍 
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(Note: There are 2 names for every black key. But these are the keys 
used based on the simplest sharps/flats combination)

C# Major (7 sharps)

C#-D#-E#-F#-G#-A#-B#


D Major (2 sharps)

D-E-F#-G-A-B-C#


Eb Major (3 flats)

Eb-F-G-Ab-Bb-C-D


E Major (4 sharps)

E-F#-G#-A-B-C#-D#


F Major (1 flat)

F-G-A-Bb-C-D-E


F# Major (6 sharps)

F#-G#-A#-B-C#-D#-E#


G Major (1 sharp)

G-A-B-C-D-E-F#


Ab Major (4 flats)

Ab-Bb-C-Db-Eb-F-G


A Major (3 sharps)

A-B-C#-D-E-F#-G#


Bb Major (2 flats)

Bb-C-D-Eb-F-G-A


B Major (5 sharps)

B-C#-D#-E-F#-G#-A#
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